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EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Jeremy Laabs on November 2, 2005. 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 14 has been amended as follows: 

14. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for applying an inward force to a medical device 
comprising: 

a mount; 

a pluraUty of blades arranged to form a chamber whose size may be varied, each blade 
pivotally connected to the mount; and 

at least one blade constraining member; a«4 
a motoriz e d driv e d e vic e ; - 

wherein at least one blade comprises a slot that is slidably engaged with the blade 
constraining member, the slot having a non-cvlindrical opening with a lengthwise axis, a pivot 
point of the blade being offset from the lengthwise axis; and the motoriz e d - driv e d e vic e mount is 
arranged to rotate tho mount with respect to the blade constraining member. 
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18. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 44 29, wherein the motorized drive device 
comprises an electric motor, a linear actuator, a hydraulic drive system or a pneumatic drive 
system. 

19. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 44 29, wherein the mount comprises a gear 
that meshes with a drive gear of the motorized drive device. 

22. (Currently Amended) A method of reducing the size of a medical device, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing an apparatus for applying an inward force to a medical device, said apparatus 
comprising a plurality of blades arranged to form a chamber; each blade being pivotally secured 
to a mount; at least one blade comprising a slot that is slidably engaged with a blade constraining 
member, the slot having a non-cvlindrical opening with a lengthwise axis, a pivot point of the 
blade being offset from the lengthwise axis; wherein the size of the chamber may be adjusted by 
rotating the mount with respect to the blade constraining member; 

placing a least a portion of a medical device within said chamber; and 
rotating the mount with respect to the blade constraining member to reduce the size of the 
chamber, thereby reducing the size of at least a portion of the medical device. 

29. (New) The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising a motorized drive device arranged 



to rotate the mount. 
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INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner D. Crane whose telephone number is (571) 272-4516. 
The examiner’s office hours are 6:30 AM - 5:00 PM, Tuesday through Friday. The examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Derris Banks, can be reached at (571) 272-4419. 

Documents related to the instant application may be submitted directly by facsimile 
transmission at all times. The Examiner’s Fax number is (571) 273-4516. Applicant(s) is(are) 
reminded to clearly mark any transmission as "DRAFT" if it is not to be considered as an official 
response. The Office Facsimile Center number is (571) 272-8300. 




DCCrane 
November 2, 2005 



Daniel C. Crane 
Primary Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 3725 




